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MISSOULA ORGANIZATIONS WIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEDIA AWARD 
MISSOULA -
Promotion of the Missoula Reads Initiative, a community-wide effort to celebrate the 
joys of reading and literacy, has earned three Missoula organizations the 2004 Montana 
Library Association Media Award.
The winners were the Missoula Public Library, the St. Patrick Hospital-based Institute 
for Medicine and Humanities, and the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at The University 
of Montana. Group representatives received the award during the state library association’s 
Awards and Honors Lunch, held April 26 in Bozeman.
Modeled on programs in more than 100 cities across the nation, Missoula Reads was 
held last February and March. It included readings, discussions, special exhibits, author visits, 
lectures and family events. Adults were encouraged to read “Montana 1948” by Larry Watson, 
and kids were asked to read three select children’s books.
“We received the award for our efforts to inform the public about America Reads,” 
said Frank D ’Andraia, UM dean of library services. He said a key element of the promotion 
was using UM’s Monte the bear mascot in posters about Missoula Reads. The posters showed 
Monte reading in various Missoula venues.
D ’Andraia, Missoula Public Library Director Bette Ammon and IMH Executive 
Director Herbert Swick were on hand to accept the award on behalf of their organizations.
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